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Abstract: 

Graphic design is an essential component of visual communication and has a considerable influence on the 

development of the cultural identities of the nations in which it is practiced. This influence can be seen in the fact that 

graphic design is an essential component of visual communication. Graphic design plays a vital part in Ghana's 

cultural legacy and is significantly influenced by various factors, including Ghanaian history, customs, and values. This 

influence can also be seen in the country's traditional logos. In Ghana, graphic design is considered an art form in its 

own right. This paper investigates how designers are incorporating elements of Ghanaian culture into their work and 

how Ghanaian culture has influenced graphic design. Specifically, the study focuses on how designers are 

incorporating elements of Ghanaian culture into their work. 

Keywords: Culture, ethics, Ghana, graphic design 

1. Introduction 

1.1. Historical Context 

The history of Ghana is both extensive and varied, and it has been an essential factor in the development of the 

country's distinctive cultural identity. Because of its rich gold deposits, Ghana was formerly referred to as the 'Gold Coast,' 

which encouraged European merchants and colonizers to settle there. In addition, the transatlantic slave trade, which had 

a significant influence on the cultural legacy of Ghana, is a defining feature of the history of the country. The lengthy and 

eventful history of Ghana spans the course of thousands of years. Historically, Ghana was the location of a number of 

powerful kingdoms and empires, such as the Ashanti Empire, the Kingdom of Dagbon, and the Fante Confederacy. The 

economy of these kingdoms was thriving, and they engaged in commerce with nearby regions, notably the Sahel and North 

Africa (BBC News, 2016). The cultural identity of Ghana is also influenced by the country's numerous distinct ethnic 

groups, such as the Akan, the Ewe, the Ga-Dangme, and a great number of others. The rich cultural landscape of Ghana is 

the result of the many different ethnic groups, each of which has its own language, set of customs and traditions, and set of 

beliefs. 

In addition, Ghana was an essential contributor to the Pan-African movement of the 20th century, which was led 

by a number of notable figures, including Kwame Nkrumah, and many others who were born in Ghana. Nkrumah played 

a significant role in Ghana's fight for independence from Britain and was elected the country's first President in 1957. 

Ghana was the first African colony to attain freedom, and its war for independence encouraged many other African 

countries to fight for their own independence. Ghana was the first African colony to achieve independence (Al Jazeera, 

2017). 

A crucial contributor to the formation of Ghana's cultural identity has been the country's long and illustrious 

history in the fields of music, dance, and the visual arts. Gospel music, highlife music, hiplife music, and traditional 

Ghanaian folk music are just a few of the many types of music that can be found in Ghana. Traditional forms of Ghanaian 

art include things like textiles, pottery, carving, and metalwork, among other things. In general, the one-of-a-kind and 
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unmistakable cultural identity of Ghana may be attributed to the nation's long and eventful past, its many different ethnic 

groups, and its lively creative traditions. The cultural traditions of Ghana have had an impact on graphic design in the 

country, and artists have responded to that impact by incorporating aspects of Ghana's cultural traditions into their work. 

In the modern era, Ghana has developed into a democratic nation with an expanding economy and a significant cultural 

legacy. Its past is recognized and celebrated in various ways, including through festivals and customs, and its people 

continue to play an essential part in the community of nations and peoples across the world. 

1.2. Incorporating Ghanaian Culture into Graphic Design 

To a certain extent, Ghanaian designers are infusing aspects of Ghanaian culture into their work in various ways. 

One of the ways that this is occurring is through the utilization of traditional Ghanaian themes and symbols in graphic 

design. This is happening in a number of different ways. For instance, Adinkra symbols, which are traditional symbols 

from the Akan culture that reflect ideas and beliefs, are frequently employed in current graphic design. This is done so to 

give a design a touch of cultural identity and some cultural meaning (Ntiamoah, 2019). 

Figure 1: Collection of Some Adinkra Symbols and Their Names 

Additionally, there is the utilization of conventional colour schemes and pattern designs. A design may be given a 

more patriotic and nationalistic appeal by using the colours such as red, yellow, and green, which are also the colours 

used in the Ghanaian flag. Kente cloth, which is a brightly coloured and elaborately woven fabric, may be utilized as a 

pattern to give a design a touch of Ghanaian culture (Esaaba, 2020). Traditional Ghanaian textiles and fabrics serve as a 

source of creativity for contemporary Ghanaian designers, who use their work to include parts of Ghana's rich cultural 

heritage. Kente and GTP are two examples of Ghanaian textiles that are well-known for their vivid colours and intricate 

patterns. These textiles are frequently used in the design of clothing and other types of design work. Ghanaian designers 

are integrating local materials and techniques in their work, which is another way they are infusing aspects of Ghanaian 

culture into their work. In the field of product design, for instance, designers are increasingly turning to locally available 

materials like raffia and bamboo to produce one-of-a-kind and environmentally friendly goods. 

Figure 2: GTP Ghanaian Textile Designs 

In general, Ghanaian designers are coming up with novel approaches to include aspects of Ghanaian culture in 

their work. This not only serves to promote and maintain the cultural history of the country, but it also results in the 

creation of design work that is modern and relevant. Contemporary Ghanaian culture is also making its way into the work 
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of Ghanaian designers, who are doing the same. This is clear in various design fields, including fashion, graphic design, 

product design, interior design, and a few more. Kente cloth patterns are used on clothing, bags, or other textiles, and 

Adinkra symbols can be incorporated into jewellery, home decor, or other products. One example is fashion design, in 

which Ghanaian designers are using contemporary Ghanaian fabrics and prints, such as wax prints and batik, to create 

modern and fashionable clothing (Adjei, 2017). They are also combining modern Ghanaian aesthetics into their designs, 

such as making use of vibrant colours and prints to produce clothing that is one of a kind and captures the eye. 

Figure 3: Ghanaian Kente Pattern Design 

Ghanaian traditional materials may be used in product design in yet another way to honour the country's rich 

cultural heritage. The country of Ghana is well-known for manufacturing wooden carvings, woven fabrics, and ceramics of 

particularly high quality. Not only can the use of these materials in product design lend cultural importance to the end 

product, but it also has the potential to contribute to the growth of Ghana's domestic economy (Acquah, 2021). 

Ghanaian designers are using modern typography, colour schemes, and design elements that reflect the vibrancy 

and energy of contemporary Ghanaian culture in their work in the field of graphic design. This allows the designers to 

incorporate contemporary Ghanaian culture into their work and give it a more authentic feel. In addition to this, they are 

utilizing digital tools and technology in order to develop dynamic and interactive designs that attract viewers. Likewise, 

Ghanaian designers are making items that are reflective of the current Ghanaian lifestyle and aesthetic. These products are 

being created in the field of product design. For instance, they are developing furniture and other home furnishings that 

are not only practical and fashionable but also environmentally friendly by using materials produced locally and utilizing 

methods indigenous to Ghana. Overall, Ghanaian designers are discovering unique methods to combine contemporary 

Ghanaian culture into their work. This contributes to the promotion and celebration of the country's rich and diverse 

cultural history in a manner that is both contemporary and relevant. 

1.3. Advertising 

The advertising and graphic design fields have both been significantly influenced, to varying degrees, by Ghanaian 

culture. According to Appiah (2016), traditional Ghanaian symbols and themes have been blended into the designs of 

many commercials to produce culturally relevant and aesthetically appealing advertisements. This strategy is particularly 

common in marketing traditional Ghanaian items, including textiles, cuisine, and handicrafts. It is also gaining popularity 

in other areas of marketing. In addition, the lively and colourful aspect of Ghanaian culture has had an impact on the 

application of colour in the design of advertisements. In order to grab people's attention and provide them with a visually 

engaging experience, advertisements frequently make use of vivid and eye-catching colours. Advertising designs have also 

begun to use traditional Ghanaian patterns, such as Kente and Adinkra, to foster a feeling of cultural identity and market 

Ghanaian goods and services. 

Ghanaian culture has also had an impact on the application of typography in the design of advertisements. Free-

hand typefaces that are designed based on inspiration from Ghanaian traditional artforms have been utilized to produce 

one-of-a-kind typography that is also culturally relevant in the field of advertising. This strategy contributes to the 

development of advertising campaigns that convey a feeling of authenticity and are culturally relevant. In general, the use 

of symbols, colours, patterns, and typography that are characteristic of Ghanaian culture may be shown to have had an 

impact on advertising and graphic design in Ghana. The designers of commercials can produce advertisements that are 

not only aesthetically attractive but also have cultural significance if they include traditional Ghanaian components in the 

designs of the advertisements. 

1.4. Multimedia 

The multimedia industry has also been significantly impacted by Ghanaian culture in recent years. According to 

Agyeman and Appiah (2019), multimedia designs that combine traditional Ghanaian motifs have seen an uptick in 

popularity in recent years. This trend has been recognized. This strategy entails integrating several forms of media, like 

text, photos, and video, to produce designs that are dynamic and aesthetically interesting. 

It is a common practice in the field of multimedia design to include traditional Ghanaian patterns and symbols as 

visual components to give a design a stronger sense of its own cultural heritage. For instance, the Adinkra symbols might 
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be utilized in a multimedia design to symbolically represent various ideas or concepts. In a similar vein, Ghanaian patterns 

such as Kente and Gye Nyame may be included in multimedia designs either as backdrops or to provide texture. In 

addition to this, the usage of music and dance in Ghanaian culture has had an impact on the use of sound in multimedia 

design. While creating a more immersive and engaging multimedia experience, it is a common practice to make use of 

music and sound effects. It is possible to give multimedia creations a sense of cultural authenticity by including traditional 

music and noises from Ghana. In general, the Ghanaian cultural tradition has had a significant impact on the use of 

symbols, patterns, and music in the field of multimedia design and graphic design. Designers can produce dynamic and 

culturally relevant designs that engage audiences in new and interesting ways when they include traditional Ghanaian 

features in their multimedia designs and use them as inspiration. 

1.5. Ghanaian Cultural Ethics on Graphic Design 

Graphic design in Ghana has been significantly impacted by Ghanaian culture, notably regarding the selection of 

symbols, colours, and patterns to utilize. Traditional Ghanaian symbols like Adinkra symbols have been merged into 

current graphic design, as Dzansi and Owusu-Ansah (2019) have pointed out. These symbols are utilized to express 

various thoughts and concepts, and they are frequently blended with contemporary design components to produce one-

of-a-kind and aesthetically pleasing designs. In addition, Ghanaian culture is widely recognized for its daring use of vivid 

colours, a characteristic that is frequently mirrored in Ghanaian graphic design. Posters, billboards, and several other 

types of visual communication frequently make use of vivid and eye-catching colour combinations. In a similar manner, 

Ghanaian motifs such as Kente and Gye Nyame have found their way into graphic design. These patterns are frequently 

included in designs either as background components or as textural additions. 

Additionally, Ghanaian culture has had an impact on the application of typography in the field of graphic design. 

According to Gyimah-Brempong and Osei-Kofi (2020), traditional Ghanaian symbols such as the Adinkra symbols and 

the sirigu wall paintings have been adopted in the field of graphic design to produce imagery and typography that is one of 

a kind and culturally relevant. In general, the use of symbols, colours, patterns, and typography that are characteristic of 

Ghanaian culture may be shown to have had an impact on the field of graphic design. Ghanaian graphic designers are able 

to develop designs that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also significant from a cultural perspective since they 

incorporate traditional Ghanaian characteristics into the current design. 

1.6. Challenges 

Although there are potential benefits to be gained from bringing Ghanaian culture into graphic design, there are 

also problems that must be overcome. When combining elements of Ghanaian culture into contemporary architecture, it is 

essential to find a happy medium between preserving the past and adapting to the present. However, it can be difficult to 

successfully incorporate these components into contemporary architecture without watering down their meaning or value 

(Acheampong, 2017). It is crucial to recognize and promote the cultural legacy of Ghana. However, it is as important to 

ensure that the design work is relevant to modern audiences and appealing to them. Utilizing traditional Ghanaian 

components in a manner that is contemporary and up-to-date is one of the ways that you may strike this balance. For 

instance, a designer may employ traditional Ghanaian patterns or motifs in a contemporary colour palette, or they could 

use traditional Ghanaian textiles in a modern shape. Both of these are examples of ways in which traditional Ghanaian 

design can be updated. While merging features of traditional Ghanaian design into contemporary architecture, it is 

essential to consider the cultural importance of those components. The designers should be aware of the historical and 

cultural background of the materials they are employing and make sure they are not distorting the culture or exploiting it 

in any way. It is absolutely necessary to show respect and refrain from appropriating other cultures. This necessitates 

having an awareness of the historical context of the components that are being utilized as well as their point of origin 

(Sarpong, 2018). 

The design's capacity to fulfil its intended purposes in a way that is also feasible is an additional essential factor to 

take into account. Adding cultural value to a design can be accomplished, but the design must still be functional and cater 

to the requirements of the target audience. Overall, the secret to effectively infusing Ghanaian culture into contemporary 

design is in striking a balance between tradition and modernity while also being culturally sensitive and producing 

designs that are both useful and relevant to contemporary consumers. Ghanaian designers have the challenge of finding a 

method to include elements of traditional Ghanaian design into their work while still maintaining the designs' relevance 

to modern consumers. It is essential to do so in order to preserve Ghanaian culture and honour the country's extensive 

legacy while at the same time developing designs that are aesthetically pleasing and useful for contemporary 

applications. Taking a design approach that is more comprehensive might be one method to accomplish this goal. 

Designers can produce contemporary designs that have a distinct cultural identity by drawing inspiration from the 

Ghanaian culture and using those characteristics as a starting point in their work. For example, fashion designers might 

employ traditional Ghanaian fabrics such as kente, adinkra, or batik to produce contemporary designs that appeal to 

contemporary fashion sensibilities. These styles can be created by combining traditional fabric with modern design 

techniques. When it comes to incorporating Ghanaian cultural elements into their designs, customers may have varying 

ideas of what should be done. There is a possibility that some people might prefer an appearance that is more 

conventional, while others could choose an interpretation that is more contemporary. The ability to find a happy medium 

between these two schools of thought is essential for graphic designers (Acheampong, 2017). 

Additionally, designers have the opportunity to investigate novel and creative approaches to incorporating 

Ghanaian cultural themes into their creations. This may entail experimenting with various materials, colours, and patterns 
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or combining traditional themes and symbols in unexpected ways. Another option would be to combine traditional motifs 

with non-traditional elements. In addition to the forgoing, another method is to work together with traditional Ghanaian 

craftspeople to develop new designs that utilize the skills and methods of Ghana's rich cultural heritage. This not only 

helps to maintain traditional skills and expertise but also results in the design featuring a cultural identity that is one of a 

kind and real. Additionally, it may be difficult to get some materials in Ghana, such as design software, typefaces, and 

photos. Because of this, it might be difficult to come up with designs that are of excellent quality and contain Ghanaian 

cultural features (Sarpong, 2018). 

To summarize, Ghanaian designers can create designs that celebrate Ghanaian culture while also being relevant to 

contemporary audiences by taking a holistic approach to design, exploring new ways to incorporate traditional Ghanaian 

elements, and collaborating with traditional artisans. In this way, the designers will be able to create designs that honour 

Ghanaian culture. 

2. Conclusion and Recommendations 

In summing up, it can be said that Ghanaian culture has a considerable impact on the graphic design discipline in 

Ghana. In order to pay homage to Ghana's extensive cultural history, contemporary Ghanaian designers frequently 

include traditional Ghanaian design elements, such as motifs, patterns, and symbols, in their creations. In addition, 

Ghanaian designers are infusing contemporary aspects of Ghanaian culture, such as music and fashion, into their work to 

produce designs applicable to audiences living in the modern day. The inclusion of Ghanaian culture into graphic design 

serves not only to highlight the legacy of the country but also to build a cultural identity in design that is one of a kind 

and real. When adding traditional Ghanaian components into their designs, it is essential for fashion designers to find a 

happy medium between the past and the present and to do it in a culturally aware manner. In this way, Ghanaian 

designers can produce designs that not only honour the nation's traditions but also foster social cohesiveness, cultural 

identity, and sustainable development. Ghanaian designers are contributing to the conservation of the country's cultural 

history and developing a style that is one of a kind and unmistakable. Not only is it vital to do this in order to celebrate 

Ghana's rich cultural history, but it is also important to promote the cultural identity and legacy of the country. 

In addition, the incorporation of Ghanaian culture into graphic design has the ability to generate economic 

possibilities for the local people and craftsmen. By cooperating with traditional Ghanaian craftspeople, for instance, 

designers may assist in conserving traditional skills and knowledge while simultaneously generating job opportunities and 

encouraging sustainable development. This is just one way that designers can contribute to sustainable development. In 

conclusion, incorporating Ghanaian culture into graphic design is a wonderful approach to commemorating the cultural 

history of the country, creating a design style that is one of a kind, and encouraging sustainable development. It is essential 

for designers to approach this process with cultural awareness and to collaborate with local communities and traditional 

craftspeople in order to develop designs that are genuine, considerate, and welcoming to people of all backgrounds. 

However, designers need to be conscious of their difficulties while infusing Ghanaian culture into graphic design. 

They should also endeavour to develop designs that are genuine, respectful, and applicable to modern audiences. Graphic 

designers need to be aware of the difficulties associated with incorporating Ghanaian culture into their work and should 

endeavour to produce designs that are genuine, respectful, and relevant to modern consumers. In their designs, one of the 

challenges is to find a happy medium between being traditional and modern. To create designs that are both authentically 

Ghanaian and appealing to a contemporary audience, fashion designers need to come up with a strategy that allows them 

to combine the two. They need to be aware of the need for cultural sensitivity and refrain from exploiting aspects of 

Ghanaian culture without providing appropriate credit or demonstrating a grasp of the cultural significance of the items in 

question. 

Another obstacle to overcome is ensuring that the usage of Ghanaian culture in graphic design is done in a manner 

that is respectful and does not abuse the culture in any way. While utilizing cultural components in their designs, designers 

have a responsibility to consider the ethical consequences of their choices, particularly when such elements are being 

exploited for commercial goals. Last but not least, designers have the responsibility to be aware that Ghanaian culture is 

not a unified whole but rather comprises several cultural subgroups, each of which has its own distinct customs and 

rituals. It is of the utmost importance to tackle issues of cultural representation with compassion, respect, and an 

awareness of the varied aspects that comprise Ghanaian culture. In conclusion, graphic designers need to be aware of the 

difficulties that may arise and the ethical repercussions of adding Ghanaian culture into their work. Designers can help 

promote social cohesion, cultural identity, and sustainable development in Ghana by creating designs that are authentic, 

respectful, and relevant to contemporary audiences. This allows designers to celebrate Ghana's rich cultural heritage while 

also contributing to its preservation. 
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