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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the role of Accounting& Auditing Profession in Realizing Economic Development in Sudan
from Auditors and Academics point of view. The study focused on the role which could be played by the accounting
profession towards achieving social and economic development, and tries to come out with some proposals which could
participate in solving the problems which impede the practical application of accounting profession. The data has been
collected through a well-structured questionnaire that designed and distributed to a randomly chosen sample of who
working in auditing field. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to generalize the results and conclude the findings.
The weakness of educational level for accounting users negatively affects the development of the accounting profession. The
contribution of the accounting profession in development in Sudan depend on advanced accounting practices.
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1. Introduction

The accounting profession is based on generally accepted accounting principles, through which the social and economic development
can be realized in the environment in which this profession applied, however to what extent that it can be achieved. Abdolhameed
(1984) believed that the Egyptian economy suffers more because there are no appropriate plans, this can be achieved by appropriate
accounting information. Al-kilani (2000) stated that the extent to which accounting education is relevant to the requirements of
economic and social development in Libya.Al-Jijawi(2005) point out the economic dimensions of accounting standards and their role
in the measurement& distribution of the society wealth. According to Ibrahim(1985)there is an important role of the entity in the
society in which it operates, through measuring the social performance, but to what extent can accountingprofession achieve this role.
Alrashid (2000) believed that the accounting and auditing profession in Kuwait faces many professional constraints in order to play an
active role in the community service. According to Alnafrawi (2003)the accounting and auditing profession in Egypt suffers from
several professional & theoretical constraints that need to be developed. Al-Raheely (2004) spell the role that the accounting and
auditing profession in Saudi Arabia could be played to achieve economic development, through assistance in providing the appropriate
information for monitoring and implementing the economic development plans. Khoruzhiy (2013) reckon that problems of weakening
research and teaching component of accounting have been outlined which serves as an additional barrier to achieving the goal of
improving its methodology, and also reduces the role of teachers and researchers in the development of accounting and economics as a
whole.The problem of the study is how to answer the following questions: the extent to which can accounting profession contribute in
achieving the economic development? What are the challenges that faced the accounting application in achieving economic
development in Sudan? What are the mechanisms can help the accounting profession in achieving economic development?

2. Theoretical Background

2.1. The role of Accounting in decision-making Process

Despite its shortcomings, the accounting profession, it produces the relevant information to the related parties, especially the investors
in such way that help them in making appropriate decisions. So, the financial information obtained from accounting information
system is importance in the decision-making process of the businesses. The accuracy of these information leads financial decisions in
a right direction, and in this way, businesses are protected against financial crises (Ceran et al., 2016). According to (Abuzaid,
2002)the identification of the business results help the owner in understanding the financial position, and it in the light of these results
many economic decisions can be taken, before the beginning of the project the company may carryout study to evaluate the financial
feasibility of that project, by examining the variables surrounding the company. According to Albarobi (1986) the planning process
does not end when formulating the plan, but it is a continuous process through the following-up and controlling it. Rammo (1999)
think that the most important role of the accounting information is used as the basis of controlling the entity
activities. Abdolmohammadi and Tucker (2002) suggested that the number of accountants, auditors, and members of the Institute of
Internal Auditors all are associated with a country's economic wealth, each group provides a potentially different explanation for the
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overall conclusion. For example, accountants in organizations who aid in planning and controlling the company's operations, make
companies more efficient and better able to compete internationally, auditors enhance the reliability of financial information, which is
important in promoting investment, facilitating lending and monitoring government.

According to Ismail & King (2005), accounting services can provide SMEs with the professional support needed to manage their
costing, expenditure, cash flow, and provide information that can support monitoring and control functions of businesses. Private-
equity (PE) firms require accounting information to control the conflicts of interest both within the PE firm and within their investees.
Controlling these conflicts shifts the role of accounting back toward its original stewardship roots (Zimmerman, 2015). Ribeiro et al
(2013) demonstrated that accounting presents a potential to perform the role of strengthening democracy, social control,
accountability, creating a social power in the dynamic process of public governance.

Hiebl et al. (2015) found out that even in the first half of the twentieth century before any substantial company law or regulation of
accounting, the Chief Accountant was not only doing accounting but also significantly advising top management, managing risks and
interacting with external financiers. Chen and Chen (2015) expounded that the positive impacts of accounting earnings on the variable
pay of top management are stronger for both non-family managers working in family firms, and family managers, and are weakest for
managers in non-family firms.

Morec et al (2012) confirmed that most efficiency measures are still oriented towards cost minimization, however, over time due to a
growing diversity of accounting data, efficiency measures have become more sophisticated and multidimensional to encourage
education providers not only towards cost minimization but also towards increasing of output quality. Accounting profession with its
different branches working in an integrated manner in providing services in order to achieve the desired goals, such as maximize the
productivity adequacy which leads to the country development, especially if other factors of economic development are maintained
(Albarobi, 1986). Crowther et al. (2003) argue that the role of accounting as a mechanism for knowledge creation is flawed due to the
uncertainty of the external environment. If accounting is continued to be used as a tool for organizational decision-making, it needs to
incorporate recognition of the uncontrolled and unpredictable external environment as the external factors of the environment can
have significant implications for the future status of an organization. The study of (Albu et al 2011) brings a new perspective in the
research conducted on the Romanian accounting profession, Romanian companies have historically used a two-cycle accounting
system strongly influenced by the Romanian State planning apparatus and, thus, is not necessarily oriented towards decision-making.
According to (Oprean and Podoaba 2016), accounting information has a vital role, offering an accurate representation of processes and
economic phenomena, having the greatest degree of certainty, which emphasize the size and the value of streams by the social
reproduction process at the micro or macro level. The role of finance and the accounting profession has changed dramatically because
of the rapid evolution of technology, the inadequacy of financial instruments, the globalization of the economy and the emergence of
the knowledge economy. To keep pace with these changes, the accounting profession is expected to provide accurate and timely
financial information that can be accessed and analyzed quickly and easily (Raj and Seetharaman, 2012).Crittenden and Crittenden
(2014) belief that the accounting profession will have to take a lead role in creating the standards needed to deal with issues unique to
frontier nations and to create the transparency necessary to help stakeholders evaluate risk.

Accounting information presented as a fundamental factor that provides rational and independent Market participants with the
economic information needed for their decision making, and, consequently, plays a decisive role in the efficient functioning of
markets by directing them toward their optimum balance (Arnold, 2009).(Hellmann, 2016)elucidate that accounting plays an
important role in capital markets because the financial statements of an organization summarize the economic consequences of its
business activities, so the accounting system of an organization provides the mechanism to identify and measure these business
activities, aggregate them into financial statements, and communicate them to shareholders and other users of economic information.
Pezet & Sponem (2015) investigate how the accounting system revealed a significant increase in the overheads linked to the new
economic model and how this triggered the emergence of a new figure and found that accounting played a decisive role in the
transformation by showing the costs of the training policy. The roles of accounting data in equity valuation is an important theoretical
basis for selecting valuation model in practice and the theoretical foundation for constructing or modifying valuation model (Wang
and Zhang, 2015).

Accounting services provide small businesses with the relevant advisory, technical and professional support because the owners
require accountants to advise and guide them in the correct determination of profit, for better accountability and to help management
achieve the required objectives (Nwobu et al., 2015).Breen et al. (2004) highlighted the opportunities that exist for accountants to
improve the financial management performance of small firms, by influence early starters to introduce computerized accounting
systems so these small businesses have better records of their financial activities.

The information produced by the accounting in form of financial reports help the tax authority in determining the tax revenue, which
contributes significantly to achieving the economic and social development. One of the most important roles of the accounting
information is used as the basis of the supervising of the company activities and evaluate whether the implementation of the desired
objectives has been achieved (Rammo1999, p181). Albarobi (1986) explain that accounting plays an important role in the design of
the tax policy and in the management of the tax system through improving the communication between the Government and
taxpayers. Furthermore, accountancy firms have even been subjected to criticism that, through the sale of tax avoidance schemes, they
have facilitated a skewed distribution of income and wealth (Sikka, 2012).

Al-Jijawi(2005) think that the accounting standards have positive or negative effects on financial information, this contributes to
economic development and social welfare. In this direction, Francis et al (2003) indicate that higher quality accounting standards and
the enforcement of such standards through higher quality auditing are more likely to exist in corporate governance in countries with
strong investor protection, higher quality accounting and auditing are also positively associated with financial market development in
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countries whose legal systems are conducive to the protection of investors. The study of economic development (Kang and Pang,
2005) provides evidence that higher transparency in disclosure leads to higher value-relevance of accounting summary measures in a
cross-country setting, also provide evidence for IASB's current debate on accounting for emerging economy entities, and seems to
support emerging economy entities practicing more transparent disclosure.

Leadership and professionalism exert a significant influence on the perception of the accountant as a driver of organizational change,
even though ethical values are not significant, it is negatively correlated with the perception of accountants as drivers of organizational
change (Nga and Mun, 2013). Abu Elhana (1994) point out that the process of scientific research in accounting is the important factors
in developing accounting education and accounting profession. Without scientific research accounting, education and accounting
profession cannot be developed. Kothari and Lester (2012) found out that many factors caused the financial crisis, and it is likely that
the poor implementation and application of fair value accounting rules also had some contribution.

2.2. Role of Accounting in the Society

The recent global crisis, in which accounting was faced both with pressure to change and reproaches for being co-responsible for the
emergence of the crisis, offers us the opportunity to reflect on the different possibilities of understanding the role of accounting in a
society as well as its political and economic foundations (Horvat and Korosec, 2015).

Rammo (2013) believed that the accountant professionally responsible for the economic feasibility studies that carried besides his
responsibility toward the community when there are damages to society as a result of creating investment projects has already been
prepared without including a reference to such damages. The ampleness and the rapid rhythm of informational society’s development
have implicitly led to the development of accounting information’s importance and dimension, the decisive role of the accounting
information had conducted to the accentuated growth of the interest, manifested at all informational society’s level, from the
development of activities in financial and economical domain point of view (Georgescu and Ionescu, 2014). More closely Levine et al
(2000) find that cross-country differences in the legal system (e.g., English, French, German, and Scandinavian) and accounting
systems (e.g., creditor’s rights, contract enforcement, and accounting standards) show differences in the level of financial
development.

Authors generally argue that accounting can spur economic growth by providing credible external reporting useful in reducing
information asymmetry, thus reducing agency costs, reducing information risk and facilitating contracting. Internal accounting and
auditing also aid entrepreneurs in planning and controlling their operations. Accounting firms also serve to disseminate information on
the best practices in an industry and the best information systems technology. This service enables management to benchmark its
operations against leaders in the industry and gain vicariously from innovations in other companies in other countries.

2.3. Role of Accounting in Economic Growth and Sustainable Development

The literature on economic growth (Levine and Zervos, 1998) showing the importance of various aspects of a country's financial
systems and conclude that stock market liquidity and banking development both positively predict growth, capital accumulation, and
productivity improvements after controlling for other economic and political factors.

The association between accounting and economic development has been proposed in the professional literature (e.g., Enthoven 1965
and Cassell 1979) and academic literature (e.g., Enthoven 1967). For example, Cassell (1979) argues that accounting is the necessary
technique for aiding economic development. This argument suggests a causal relationship between accounting and economic growth.
Similarly, Enthoven (1967) argues that accounting could play a major role in economic development. Whilst many studies of
accounting, globalization, and development remain atheoretical (Vanhelden &Uddin, 2016), many others use a wide range of theories,
often from institutional theory and political economy (Lassou &Hopper, 2016; Schiavo-Campo, 2009).

Over the past three decades, as the country first experimented with, and then embraced, economic liberalization and closer links with
western economies, its accounting system has also changed accordingly (Anh and Nguyen, 2013). The accounting information can
help in achieving economic development through the accounting functions. (Enthoven,1981; Mahon 1969; Seiler,1966; Al-Adel & Al-
Azama 1986; Osman 1980; Salem 2003; Hijazi 1977; Manis 1990). Albarobi (1986) Believed that the accounting always working in
an integrated manner to achieve the entity objectives, such as performing a maximum productivity, which lead to economic
development. Abozaid (2002) Believed that the finance of economic development could be through several sources, but it is difficult
to be provided without the accounting intervention.

According to (Schaltegger and Zvezdov, 2015) the accountants are partially involved in sustainability accounting practice but mainly
exert a gate-keeping role between sustainability managers and higher management. Lack of defining the relationship between the
sustainability concept and accounting and also potential solutions to overcome the problems which create challenges for accounting
and accounting professionals (Caliskan, 2014). The correlation between the type of organization and their overall goals for achieving
sustainable development are closely linked with the roles that the organizations’ management accountants play in accounting for
sustainable development (Mistry et al 2014).Financial managers are being required to produce higher quality and transparent financial
information in order to detect financial distress in local government and achieve a sustainable financial balance (Burritt and
Schaltegger, 2010; Zafra et al., 2009).Current government financial statements, especially income statements, have a key role in the
assessment of financial sustainability (Bolivar, 2014).Accounting information can assist in achieving sustainability of Agricultural
Development Projects (ADPs) by providing information to support decision-making, assisting in setting and allocating resources to
prioritized areas, promoting industrial relations and cost reduction in the ADPs' system (Toluyemi, 1999).

The progress of the accounting profession in many developing countries depends on the development of the existing accounting
systems and supported by other appropriate systems in order to fulfill the requirements of economic development. (Rammo1999).
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Bakre (2015) has shown that cultural imperialism as a distinct category within the problematic of imperialism has affected the way in
which the accounting profession has developed both before and after the independence of the developing countries. The social,
political and cultural turn off much accounting research over the last three decades, and its extension to conceptualize how the
dynamics of globalization and its accounting play out in Developing Countries (Alawattage et al., 2016).Hopper et al., (2016) found
that accounting knowledge and practices in Developing Countries are driven by international accounting institutions such as the IASB
and IFAC, acting as mediating agents. Islam and Dellaportas (2011) identified specific factors that lead to the neglect of social and
environmental disclosure policy and practice in a developing country. While the main factors believed to be responsible for the lack of
social and environmental disclosure include cultural attributes such as high levels of societal power differential and family ownership.
Abdolhameed (1984) argued that some of the accounting assumptions & principles in accordance with the requirements of economic
development, while the others do not comply with that. So, that limit the role of accounting information in developmental planning.
Based on literature review, the following hypothesis was generated:
» Hl:There is a positive relationship between the accounting information in the Sudanese environment and the economic
development.
» H2: There is a significant relationship between the contribution of accounting profession toward the economic development
and advanced accounting practices.

3. Research Methodology

This study based on quantitative research design. Primary and secondary data has been used. The primary data were generated through
a well-structured one hundred eighty (180) questionnaires were distributed randomly to some Academics and Practitioners of
Accounting Profession in Sudanese environment; only one hundred fifty-two (152) respondents have been returned, with response rate
of 84%to evaluate the role of Accounting& Auditing Profession in Realizing Economic Development in Sudan from Auditors and
Accountants point of view. The questionnaire has been arbitrated by a qualified expert to give higher quality and to ensure the
specificity and reliability of the questionnaire be realized. The result of the reliability test shows that the designed questionnaire is
highly reliable. In order to obtain a reliable data, the chosen scale items were translated from English into the Arabic language to
reduce translation errors and reflect the real meaning and local acknowledge. The first part of the questionnaire contains questions on
respondents’ characteristics & personal information. The second part of the questionnaire examined the role of Accounting& Auditing
Profession in Realizing Economic Development in Sudan. A five-point Likert scale indicators were used, between 1 indicating
strongly disagree and 5 indicating strongly agree.

4. Analysis & Discussion

4.1. Goodness of Measures

The result of the reliability & consistency test shows that the designed questionnaire is highly reliable at more than 60% as in table No
1. Descriptive statistics, reliability test, mediator, Recursive distribution, Kay Square and Cronbach’s alpha test were conducted to
examine the relationships among variables by using the SPSS 24.0 version.

The results of the statistics analyses are described as follows:

4.2. Respondents Demographic Characteristics

Table No 2 presents the respondent’s demographic characteristics. the respondents’ ages between (31 — 39 years) is the highest which
represent (56.6%) followed by respondents’ those (40 years and more) which represent (21%) then the respondents’ ages between (25
— 30 years) which represent (17.8%) and lastly, the respondents ages (less than 25 years) which represent (4.6%). Regarding the
respondent’s job title, the majority of them were Accountants (61 %), followed by Statutory auditors (33%), and followed by
Academics (27%). Concerning for the respondent’s educational level, the majority of them were post-graduate education level which
represents (53.3%), followed by the level of graduate education (43.4%), and followed by others (3.3%) as a lower ratio. As for the
length of respondents’ working experiences, The table shows that respondents’ whom they have worked between (6 — 10 years) were
the highest ratio which represents (40.1%), followed by those worked (less than 5 years) which represent (37.5%), followed by those
worked (20 years and more) which represent (10.5%), followed by those worked (11-15 years) which represent (9.9%) and those
respondents from (16-20 years) is a lower ratio which represents (2%).

Item Consistency factor Reliability factor
The Hypothesis 0.80 0.89
Table 1: Reliability & consistency for respondents
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Variable Particular Frequency Percent
Age less than 25 years 7 4.6
25 30 years 27 17.8
31-39years 86 56.6
40 years and more 32 21
Total 152 100.00
Statutory auditors 50 33
Academics 41 27
Accountants 61 40
Total 152 100.00
Educational Level Graduate 66 43.4
Post-graduate 81 53.3
other 5 33
Total 152 100.00
Experience less than 5 years 57 37.5
6—10 years 61 40.1
11-15 years 15 9.9
16-20 years 3 2
20 years and more 16 10.5
Total 152 100.00

Table 2: Respondents Demographic Characteristics

4.3. Tests for Response Bias and Hypothesis

A test of response bias has been conducted to confirm that there is no systematic response bias (Armstrong and Overton, 1977). To
determine whether non-response bias was presented in the study, academics respondents were compared with practitioners’
respondents along all the descriptive response items in the survey. It can be concluded that non-response bias is not a serious problem
in this study. So, it is safety to join the responses as one sample. The following section describes the procedures used in the
implementation of this study, including statistical analysis of data, extracting results, and validity test of the hypotheses.

Phrase | Strongly Agree | Agree | Neutral | Disagree | Strongly Disagree
1 79 69 3 1 0
2 57 69 19 7 0
3 73 73 3 3 0
4 57 69 19 7 0
5 38 58 30 25 1
6 70 79 2 1 0
7 68 68 10 5 1
8 58 83 7 3 1
9 67 79 4 2 0

Table 3: Recursive distribution of member’s response for the hypotheses of the study

Phrase Mediator Interpretation
1 5 Strongly Agree

2 4 Ok

3 4 Ok

4 4 Ok

5 4 Ok

6 4 Ok

7 4 Ok

8 4 Ok

9 4 Ok

All 4 Ok

Table 4: the mediator of study sample response for the hypothesis phrases

From the table3: the majority of the hypothesis phrases had been answered by words strongly agree or agree.

The table 4: verify the authenticity of this hypothesis and the direction of the study sample response by showing the following: The
value of the mediator of study sample response on the first phrase is (5), this means that the majority of the sample members are
agreed that there is a vital role of the accounting profession in the economic development. The value of the mediator of study sample
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response on the second phrase is (4), this means that Accounting information contributes directly to the measurement of social
welfare. The value of the mediator of study sample response on the third phrase is (4), this means that the present of Accounting
Standards rationalizes the accounting practices in Sudan. The value of the mediator of study sample response on the fourth phrase
is (4), this means that the contribution of the accounting profession in the economic development in Sudan depend on recent
accounting practices. The value of the mediator of study sample response on the fifth phrase is (4), this means that the responsibility of
the Accounting profession development in Sudan is for the neutral professional organizations. The value of the mediator of study
sample response on the sixth phrase is (4), this means that when the government gives a much attention to accounting profession it can
help play an effective role in the development process in the Sudan. The value of the mediator of study sample response on
the seventh phrase is (4), this means that the development of Sudanese accounting standards taking into account the local environment
helps in social & economic development. The value of the mediator of study sample response on the Eighth phrase is (4), this means
that the appropriate accounting practice is an indicator for economic development. The value of the mediator of study sample response
on the ninth phrase is (4), this means that the development of accounting performance can be achieved through removing Barriers that
faced the accounting practice in the Sudanese environment. The value of the mediator of study sample response on all statements of
the hypothesis is (4), this means that the value of the majority of sample members are agreed on what came is come in the hypothesis.
The results above do not mean that all members of the study sample are agreed, as indicated in the table no. (2), there are neutral or
disagree response, to test the differences of statistical significance between the agreed, neutrals and disagreed about the above
results, Kay Square Test has been used as in table No. (5):

No. Phrase | the Degree of Freedom | the value of Kay Box
1 3 137.79
2 3 69.58
3 3 128.95
4 3 69.58
5 4 56.36
6 3 141.32
7 4 156.36
8 4 187.21
9 3 130.89

Table 5: Kay Test Results on the differences of the responses

The table 5: can be the interpreted as follows:

The value of Kay Square test on the differences between strongly agree on response &agree on response the first phrase
is (137.79), This value is greater than the value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of freedom (3) and Level of significance
(1%) is (11.35), depending on what is stated in the table No. (3), there are differences with statistically significant at Level of
significance (1%) between sample response result that for those who strongly agreed with this phrase. The value of Kay Square test on
the differences between strongly agree response & neutrals response the second phrase is (69.58), This value is greater than the value
of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of freedom (3) and Level of significance (1%) is (11.35), depending on what is stated in the
table No. (3), there are differences with statistically significant at Level of significance (1%) between sample response result that for
those who strongly agreed with this phrase. The value of Kay Square test on the differences between strongly agree on response
&agree on response the third phrase is (128.95), This value is greater than the value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of
freedom (3) and Level of significance (1%) is (11.35), depending on what is stated in the table No. (3), there are differences with
statistically significant at Level of significance (1%) between sample response result that for those who strongly agreed with this
phrase. The value of Kay Square test on the differences between agreeing response & neutrals response the fourth phrase
is (69.58), This value is greater than the value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of freedom (3) and Level of significance (1%)
is (11.35), depending on what is stated in the table No. (3), there are differences with statistically significant at Level of significance
(1%) between sample response result that for those who strongly agreed with this phrase. The value of Kay Square test on the
differences between strongly agree on response &agree on response the fifth phrase is (56.36), This value is greater than the value of
the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of freedom (4) and Level of significance (1%) is (13.28), depending on what is stated in the
table No. (3), there are differences with statistically significant at Level of significance (1%) between sample response result that for
those who strongly agreed with this phrase. The value of Kay Square test on the differences between strongly agree on response
&agree on response the sixth phrase is (141.32), This value is greater than the value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of
freedom (3) and Level of significance (1%) is (11.35), depending on what is stated in the table No. (3), there are differences with
statistically significant at Level of significance (1%) between sample response result that for those who strongly agreed with this
phrase. The value of Kay Square test on the differences between strongly agree on response &agree on response the seventh phrase
is (156.36), This value is greater than the value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of freedom (4) and Level of significance
(1%) is (13.28), depending on what is stated in the table No. (3), there are differences with statistically significant at Level of
significance (1%) between sample response result that for those who strongly agreed with this phrase. The value of Kay Square test on
the differences between strongly agree on response &agree on response the eighth phrase is (187.21), This value is greater than the
value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of freedom (4) and Level of significance (1%) is (13.28), depending on what is stated
in the table No. (3), there are differences with statistically significant at Level of significance (1%) between sample response result
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that for those who strongly agreed with this phrase. The value of Kay Square test on the differences between strongly agree on
response &agree on response the ninth phrase is (130.89), This value is greater than the value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree
of freedom (3) and Level of significance (1%) is (11.35), depending on what is stated in the table No. (3), there are differences with
statistically significant at Level of significance (1%) between sample response result that for those who strongly agreed with this
phrase. The number of overall responses of the study sample will be (1368), these can be summarized as follows at the table (6):

Response Volume Percentage
Strongly Agree 567 41.5%
I agree 647 47.3%
Neutral 97 7.1%
disagree 54 3.9%
strongly disagree 3 0.2%
The total 1368 100.0

Table 6: Frequency distribution of the study sample response

From table 4: appeared that the study sample included a (647) strongly agree response which represented (47.3%), (567) agree
response which represented (41.5%), (97) neutral response which represented (7.1%), (54) disagree response which represented
(3.9%), and (3) strongly disagree response which represented (0.2%).

The value of Kay Square test on the differences between agree response, neutral response and disagree response on all items
is (1382.11), This value is greater than the value of the Tabular Kay Square at the degree of freedom (4) and Level of significance
(1%) is (13.28), depending on what is stated in the table No. (5), there are differences with statistically significant at Level of
significance (1%) between sample response result that for those strongly agree response. The above conclusion verifies that the two
hypotheses of the study would be achieved.

For the relationship between the accounting information in the Sudanese environment and the economic development, inferential
statistics shows that there is a significant positive interaction between predictor and the dependent variable (Table 4), This result is
emphasized by (Anh and Nguyen, 2013; Mistry et al 2014;Horvat and Korosec, 2015). For the connection between the contribution of
accounting profession toward the economic development and advanced accounting practices, inferential statistics shows that there is a
significant positive correlation between predictor and the dependent variable (Table 4), This result is in line with (Hopper et al., 2016).

5. Implications, Limitations, and Suggestions for the Study

The results of this study have theoretical and practical implications that could be of interest for students, academics, regulators and
practitioners. The first theoretical contribution is the study provide a framework for the role of Accounting& Auditing Profession in
achieving economic development. This study practically contributes to the accounting profession by examining the importance of
accounting information in the society.

In spite of it’s theoretical and practical implications, this study is subject to some limitations that need be considered. This study is
based on participants’ responses to given scenarios and there is a risk that the respondents may not have answered the questionnaire
honestly. The findings and discussion are limited to the propositions put forward in the questionnaire and such a survey instrument
provides limited opportunity to solicit further meanings to participant’s responses. The major limitation of this study is that the scope
of the research is bounded and sampling method used, thus limiting the generalizability of the results. The study only applied in Sudan
environment, this could result in an important limitation of the study. The findings of this study suggest that the government need to
be aware of the importance of accounting information in the process of social development and economic planning. There is a
necessity for coordination between the accounting education, accounting practice and scientific research for the purpose of
development performance.

6. Conclusion

In this study, we explore the role of Accounting& Auditing Profession in Realizing Economic Development in Sudan from Auditors
and Academics point of view. Through the theoretical & field study, we concludes that there is a role of accounting information in
achieving the economic development by helping in decision making, society welfare and economic growth, (Oprean and Podoaba
2016;Hellmann, 2016;Rammo 2013) however the contribution of the accounting profession toward the development in Sudan depend
on advanced accounting practices, this result is consistent with (Hopper et al., 2016).This study found out that the development of
accounting performance can be achieved through removing Barriers that faced the accounting practice in the Sudanese environment,
this result is consistent with (Horvat and Korosec, 2015), andthe proper application of IFRS in Sudanese environment, taking into
account the local requirements, contribute to the development of the accounting practice, this result is consistent with (Francis et al.,
2003).This study contributes to the developing research trend by exploring the effectiveness of Accounting & Auditing Profession in
decision making and society welfare.
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Appendix 1

N Item Strongly | agree | Neutral | disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree

1 | There is a vital role of the accounting profession in the economic
development.

2 | Accounting information contributes directly to the measurement of
social welfare.

3 | Accounting Standards rationalize the accounting practices in Sudan.

4 | The contribution of the accounting profession in the economic
development in Sudan depend on recent accounting practices.

5 | The responsibility of the Accounting profession development in
Sudan is for the neutral professional organizations.

6 | When the government Gives a much attention to accounting
profession it can help play an effective role in the development
process in the Sudan.

7 | The development of Sudanese accounting standards taking into
account the local environment helps in social & economic
development.

8 | The appropriate accounting practice is an indicator for economic
development.

9 | The development of accounting performance can be achieved
through removing Barriers that faced the accounting practice in the
Sudanese environment.

236 Vol 4 Issue 12 December, 2016




