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1. Introduction 

Secondary education is a crucial stage for the education system as it prepares the students for higher education and also for the world 

for work. The children between the age group of 14-16 constitute the secondary stage and 16-18 belong to senior secondary. It is 

therefore essential to strengthen the secondary stage by providing universal access and improving the quality in a significant way. 

Due to successful implementation of Operation Blackboard and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the number of out of school children has 

declined considerably in recent times (less than 5% of the population in that age group). N o doubt it is a huge achievement. But the 

increased enrolment of primary education causes an impending rise in demand for education at the secondary level.  

The universalisation in secondary education is not only increasing the enrolment in secondary stage but also providing secondary 

education to all , both boys and girls, with a focus on quality education in a phased wise manner. 

 

2. Government Policies for Universalisation of Secondary Education  

In August 2004 CABE constituted acommittee to prepare “a blueprint for the universalization of secondary education  consequent 

upon the attainment of universalisation of elementary education under the Chairmanship of Sri GhanshyamTiwari, Education 

Minister, Government of Rajasthan. The objectives of this committee was 

• To identify major concerns and issues relating to universalization of secondary education. 

• To prepare conceptual framework for universalization  of secondary education . 

• To suggest infrastructural, curricular and financial parameters for working out financial requirement for universalization of 

secondary education. 

• To prepare an outline of phase wise transition to achieve universalization of secondary education. 

The Guiding Principles of Universalisationof Secondary Education are universal access, equity and social justice. During the Tenth 

Five Year Plan (2002-2007) the thrust of secondary education was on improving access and reducing the disparities by emphasizing 

the Common School System which mandates schools in a particular area to take students from low income families in the 

neighbourhood. The 10
th

 Plan emphasized on vocationalisation ,expansion and diversification of open learning system , reorganisation 

of teacher training and use of ICTs. 

To achieve the targets a few Central Government Sponsored Schemes were launched during this period . These are the following: 

• Establishment of KVS. 

• Providing a one time grant /seed money to socities , trusts and not for profit organisations like the R.K Mission , The Jesuits, 

The DAV Trust etc.  

• Establishment of more NavodayaVidyalayas. 

• Help the Central Tibetan School Administration (CTSA ). 
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The Eleventh Five Year Plan aimed to 

• Raise the minimum level of education to class x. 

• Ensure good quality secondary education with focus on Science, Mathematics and English. 

• Reduce the gender, social and regional gaps in enrolments , dropouts and school retention. 

The Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan( RMSA) , a centrally sponsored scheme with a funding pattern of 75:25 between Central 

and States (90:10 for Special Category and North Eastern States) was launched in 2009-2010. The interventions supported under 

RMSA included: 

• Upgrading of upper primary school to secondary schools. 

• Strengthening of existing secondary schools. 

• Providing additional classrooms, science laboratories, libraries, computer rooms , art, craft and culture rooms, toilet blocks 

and water facilities in school. 

• Providing in service training of teachers; and  

• Providing for major repairs of school buildings and residential quarters for teachers . 

Though the scheme was launched in the third year of the Plan , the progress of the programme was impressive . Against a target of 

enrolling an additional 3.2 million students, 2.4 million additional students were enrolled in secondary schools during the Eleventh 

plan Period. 

In addition to RMSA the following Centrally sponsored schemes were launched: 

• Setting up of model schools. 

• Setting up girls’ hostels in secondary and senior secondary schools. 

• National Scheme of Incentive to Girls for Secondary Education (NSIGSE). 

• Inclusive Education for the Disabled (IEDSS). 

• National Merit Cum Means Scholarship Scheme (NMMS). 

 

Allocation and Achievement Target Of 11
th

  Plan 

To make secondary education of good quality available, accessible and affordable targets were set and fund was allocated for each 

scheme. The following table shows the allocation and achievement target of 11
th

 Plan: 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
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3. Present Scenario of Secondary Education 
Though the RMSA was introduced in the third year of the Plan it achieved success in implementation with other existing schemes. At 

present the number of KVS has gone up to 1067 including 3 abroad (Kathmandu, Moscow, Tehran)as on 01.02.2011. 39 KVS are 

running in double shift . During the year 2010-2011opening of 107 KVS were sanctioned . The orders for opening of 93 KVS during 

2010-2011and 2011-2012 were issued. Again more Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVS) were established to have a large 

concentration  of SC and ST students. In addition there are Sainik Schools and Eklavya Residential schools under Ministry of  

Defence and Ministry of Tribal Welfare under the Central Government respectively. 

These schemes helped in huge enrolment in the secondary and senior secondary stage .The enrolment of SC and ST  children in the 

schools was 24.5% and 17.7% respectively in 2010-2011. The enrolment of girls of all categories has generally increased during this 

period. 

 

4. Twelfth Five Year Plan (2012-2017) for Universalisation of Secondary Education 
The Twelfth Plan’s objective for secondary education is to make quality education available, accessible and affordable to the target 

population in the age group of 14-18 years. Under this general objective the following targets are needed to be achieved during the 

Plan period: 

• Achieve near universal enrolment in secondary education with the Gross Enrolment Ratio exceeding 90 % by 2017. 

• Raise the Gross Enrolment Ratio. 

• Reduce drop out rate to less than 25% by 2017.  

• Ensure quality secondary education with relevant skills including basic competency in Mathematics, Science, Languages and 

Communication. 

• Implement common curricula and syllabi of nationally acceptable standards for Science, Math and English in all schools in 

the country. 

• Develop life skills including skills of critical and constructive thinking , use of ICT, organisation and leadership and 

community services. 

For achieving these objectives some strategies that should be followed are 

• Consolidation and optimum use of existing resources . 

• Facilitating private growth . 

• Improving quality. 

• Focussing on teacher availability and teacher training . 

• Integrating ICT in education . 

• Renewing focus on vocationalisation. 

 

During the 12
th

 Five Year Plan Period in 2012-2013 the number of secondary and higher secondary schools and the enrolment of 

students showed satisfying increase. 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 4 

 

Budget and Allocations Proposed in 12
th

 Five Year Plan for Secondary Education. 
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Figure 5: Overall financial requirement for secondary education in 12

th
 five year plan period 

 

5. Conclusions  

Any policy or programme that seeks to make improvements in the access, quality and equity of secondary education needs to 

recognise two complexities: the differences between elementary education and secondary education and the various models of school 

governance. This indicates the importance of promoting and evaluating different approaches. There should be attempts to encourage 

innovation, experimentation within a strong monitoring and evaluation framework. 
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